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ROARING 20'S VOCATIONAL
VISIONS GALA

RAISES $1000,000

Some charity events are so special, that years later the guests still
remember the event and smile. The Vocational Visions, "An Enchanted
Evening...in the Roaring 20's", was one of those unique events. The
highlight of the evening was the performance by the Crazy Rhythm Hot
Society Orchestra and a group of Vocational Visions clients, who sang
the 1920's favorite, "Yes, Sir, That's My Baby," and later signed to "When
You're Smiling." It doesn't get more heartwarming than that. The event
was held at the Soka University gymnasium which was decorated like a
speakeasy with the entrance framed by a 1930 Packard, 1911 Auburn
and a vintage Ford Woodie thanks to owners and longtime Vocational
Visions supporters Linda and David Baird. The fundraiser also included
a silent and live auction, delicious four-course dinner catered by Patina,
and dancing to the lively tunes of the Crazy Rhythm Hot Society Orches-
tra. Board chairman Ed Kenna, along with board member Larry Bill and
past board chairman Jim Carlin, co-chaired the fundraiser which raised
an amazing $100,000 to help men and women with special needs to
gain employment, further their education and reach both professional
and personal goals.

The 330 guests mingled with excitement at the cocktail reception which
featured 125 silent auction items and an entire wall of artwork created by
clients of Vocational Visions, which was a special addition to this year’s
silent auction. When the dinner chimes rang, Co-chairs Ed Kenna, Larry
Bill and Jim Carlin welcomed guests and each made comments about
their commitment to Vocational Visions. Ed Kenna knows first-hand
what Vocational Visions can accomplish. His daughter Nancy has been
a client for 22 years. "She is working and has grown considerably, thanks
to Vocational Visions," Kenna said. "It's a great program.” A gourmet
meal by Patina Catering was then served followed by a live auction led
by auctioneer Jeff Hodson. A live auction highlight was two five-course
catered dinners for eight prepared by Master Sommelier Peter Neptune
and Chef Alex Pedano that brought winning bids of $3600 each, won by
Arthur Cooper and Linda and David Baird. Another priceless package
was a day trip along the coast in the 1911 Auburn with a gourmet ocean-
view picnic lunch, won by Helen Nicholas. A lucky Lynda Mulley won the
opportunity prize, a two-night getaway to the Montage Resort in Laguna
Beach valued at $2,000. When the auction concluded, the guests crowded
the dance floor to celebrate the successful evening and danced to upbeat
jazz and classic tunes from the 20's performed by the Crazy Rhythm Hot
Society Orchestra.

Vocational Visions has provided comprehensive vocational, economic
and social services to Orange County adults with disabilities since 1974.
Based in Mission Viejo, the nonprofit organization creates possibilities for
men and women with disabilities by providing on and off-site job opportuni-
ties, a variety of social programs, rehabilitation and medical assistance as
needed. Vocational Visions has been in partnership with the Saddleback
Valley Unified School District since the program began. It is accredited
by the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities and is the
only facility-based program in southern Orange County. Programs include
the Day Training Activity Program, Health Related Services Program,
Emeritus Program, Adult Developmental Program, Work Activity Program,
Special Needs Program, Vocational Rehabilitation Work Activity Program,
Supported Employment Program and South County Clubhouse.
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